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Green is the new
 black
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Environm
entally friendly building goes m

ainstream
 as

m
ore realize its benefits
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T
he term

 “G
reen building” m

ight
sound m

ore like a unique color
choice for a building than a new

w
ay of life. In M

arin, it just m
ay be the

next big thing.
T

he up-and-com
ing design and con-

struction practice integrates the needs of
people and the planet, and aim

s to reduce

w
aste, low

er m
aintenance and energy costs,

and create healthier indoor environm
ents.

M
arin C

ounty and individual cities
w

ithin M
arin are w

orking to create ordi-
nances that require G

reen building, but
builders caution that regulations could
cripple the construction business if

See page 5
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officials m
ake them

 too strict.
B

ut even as builders and m
unici-

palities hash out these issues,
it’s becom

ing m
ore apparent:

G
reen is the new

 black.

E
asy being G

reen
B

uilding a G
reen hom

e or
office w

as once a luxury that
required considerable effort and
dedication. N

ow
, w

ith m
ore pro-

fessionals getting certified as
G

reen builders and m
aterials

readily available at national
chains like the H

om
e D

epot,
G

reen building is becom
ing m

ore
m

ainstream
 than ever.

T
he hom

e of John S
hurtz,

president of the G
reen B

uilders
of M

arin, exem
plifies the beauty

of being G
reen. O

n a N
ovato

street of m
odest-looking hom

es
and endless law

ns, the rem
odeled

façade of his house, once appear-
ing just as his neighbors’, often
m

akes the passerby pause.
S

hurtz’s ow
n hom

e is his
com

pany’s show
room

, called the
“G

reen m
odel hom

e.” Inside,
skylights and sun tunnels let in
the sunshine from

 outside, elim
i-

nating the need for lighting dur-
ing the daytim

e. H
e has used

bam
boo —

 a rapidly renew
ing

resource —
 for flooring, along

w
ith natural w

ool carpeting in the
bedroom

s. T
he w

alls are m
ade of a

naturally dyed rice plaster, elim
i-

nating the need for paint.
“M

y hom
e isn’t 100 percent

G
reen,” he said, pointing out

som
e non-G

reen item
s like a

pool table and leftover com
posite

roofing used for a shed.
“S

om
etim

es that isn’t possible
w

ithout spending considerably

m
ore m

oney.”
S

hurtz has
been able to low

er
his P

G
&

E
 bills

through the use of
photovoltaic, or
solar, energy and
even sells the
excess energy his
roof-m

ounted
solar panels gen-
erate w

hile he is
not hom

e.
T

he use of nat-
ural lighting elim

-
inates the need for
electricity-using
and heat-produc-
ing lam

ps, low
er-

ing electricity and
cooling costs.

F
eatures like

those in S
hurtz’s

hom
e are becom

ing
m

ore attainable for regular hom
e-

ow
ners, not just contractors. O

ne
resource, the G

reen Fusion D
esign

C
enter in San A

nselm
o, opened

just last sum
m

er.
“G

reen building w
as once the

dom
ain of the hippies, and now

,
healthier lifestyles are becom

ing
m

ore m
ainstream

,” said ow
ner

G
reg S

now
den.

S
om

e of his best-selling
products are local, including
flooring from

 S
an R

afael-based
E

coT
im

ber and organic bedding
by P

oint R
eyes S

tation’s

C
oyuchi. O

ther G
reen products

on the m
arket include insulation

m
ade from

 recycled blue jeans;
flyash, a byproduct of coal burn-
ing that can be used to produce a
stronger, m

ore durable and m
ore

environm
entally friendly con-

crete; and T
rex, a com

posite
lum

ber product that com
bines

plastic grocery bags w
ith w

ood
to create a strong and durable
outdoor surface.

W
hile G

reen F
usion is happy

to provide these resources, it is
only w

ith the increased interest

in G
reen building that it has been

able to succeed. S
now

den tried
opening a business 10 years ago
that sold G

reen products, but he
said “the tim

ing w
asn’t right.”

N
ow

, the m
arket has

changed. W
ith m

ore products
available —

 he stocks products
from

 30 m
anufacturers, m

any of
w

hich have hundreds of products
—

 and w
ith dem

and up,
S

now
den hopes the second tim

e
around w

ill be m
ore successful.

“I realized there’s a m
arket

continued on next page
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for this,” he said, “A
nd I decided

to roll the dice.”
B

usinesses are also catching
on to the dem

and. L
ast T

uesday,
19 local businesses w

ere honored
for their energy-saving efforts
through the M

arin G
reen

B
usiness P

rogram
, now

 in its
third year w

ith a total of 86 busi-
nesses. P

ast and present honorees
include the M

arin B
uilders

A
ssociation, G

reen F
usion

D
esign C

enter, S
an R

afael
branch of B

ank of M
arin, N

ovato
T

oyota, L
ucasfilm

 and C
orte

M
adera’s G

old’s G
ym

.

G
reening the law

C
ounty officials are trying to

spur the G
reen trend on. In 1999,

M
arin’s B

oard of S
upervisors

adopted a countyw
ide them

e of
sustainability. T

he board has cre-
ated a set of G

reen-building resi-
dential design guidelines and cer-
tify buildings based on a points
system

. E
xam

ples of point-gain-
ing m

easures include the installa-
tion of low

-flow
 toilets, energy-

saving appliances, reclaim
ed

lum
ber and double-glazed w

in-
dow

s and doors. 
T

he board has also im
ple-

m
ented a program

 that requires
any construction project to recy-
cle or reuse half of w

hat it w
ould

ordinarily send to a landfill. T
he

county’s energy-efficiency ordi-
nance requires that hom

es m
ore

than 3,500 square feet m
ust

reduce their energy level to a
level com

parable to a 3,500-

square-foot hom
e through the use

of insulation, w
indow

s, furnaces
and solar pow

er. T
hese m

eas-
ures, how

ever, apply only to
unincorporated areas of the coun-
ty, such as G

reenbrae,
M

arinw
ood and L

agunitas.
O

n a sm
aller scale, both

N
ovato and F

airfax are in the
process of exam

ining potential
G

reen building ordinances that
w

ould require builders to follow
certain guidelines. 

S
am

 R
uark of the county’s

C
om

m
unity D

evelopm
ent

A
gency, P

lanning D
ivision,

w
orks to encourage G

reen build-
ing through design review

 and a
countyw

ide rating system
. H

e
sees his role as that of an educa-
tor w

orking, not to require peo-
ple to build G

reen, but to let
them

 know
 that they have other

options. H
e helps m

aintain the
C

ivic C
enter’s G

reen building
exhibit and library, gives pre-
sentations at events and coordi-
nates w

orkshops that train and
certify contractors.

R
uark cited the sort of friend-

ly com
petition that exists

betw
een S

onom
a and M

arin
counties in term

s of w
hich is

m
ore G

reen. O
n one hand, he

explains, S
onom

a S
tate

U
niversity has an environm

ent
technology center that educates
future builders and architects on
G

reen practices. A
ll city jurisdic-

tions w
ithin S

onom
a C

ounty
have passed the C

ities for
C

lim
ate P

rotection, or C
C

A
.

“O
n the other hand, you

could say that M
arin is m

ore
innovative, or G

reen, w
ith its

them
e of sustainability and cities

pursuing the C
C

A
,” R

uark said. 
H

e thinks one of the biggest
benefits of G

reen building is the
im

proved air quality.
“T

here is so m
uch w

e put
into our hom

es that is harm
ful,”

R
uark said. S

om
e of the best,

and m
ost com

m
on, exam

ples are
w

all paint, carpet and ventilation
system

s. “W
e need to learn how

to build and design hom
es that

aren’t toxic to our fam
ilies; to

show
 that there are better w

ays.”

B
uilders: P

roceed w
ith caution

D
espite the excitem

ent that
m

any G
reen advocates share,

others caution about getting
overzealous. A

t the M
arin

B
uilders A

ssociation, both con-
sultant P

eter A
rrigoni and leg-

islative analyst T
erry H

ennessy
agreed that individual cities w

ith-
in M

arin shouldn’t adopt differ-
ent G

reen building ordinances.
T

oo m
any sets of regulations could

hurt contractors because it w
ould

m
ake it virtually im

possible for
them

 to achieve the proper perm
it-

ting and com
plete a project,

A
rrigoni and H

ennessy said.
In regard to a proposed ordi-

nance by the cities of N
ovato and

F
airfax, A

rrigoni said the M
arin

B
uilders A

ssociation urges the
cities to w

ait and follow
 the

county’s lead.
H

ennessy is in the process of
attending different city m

eetings
to support the kind of G

reen
point system

 created by the
county that provides recom

m
en-

dations, not regulations.
“W

e are encouraging people
to support G

reen business, as
w

ell as do voluntary G
reen

building,” H
ennessy said. “B

ut
builders cannot w

ade through the
requirem

ents of 11 different
cities, plus the county, just to get
a job done. T

he process of build-
ing needs to be standard.”

A
nother of A

rrigoni’s con-
cerns is that requiring G

reen
building w

ould m
ake ow

ning,
buying or building a hom

e in
M

arin even m
ore cost-prohibitive

than it already is.
“W

e do have som
e concerns

because to do a com
plete G

reen
structure is incredibly expen-
sive,” said A

rrigoni. “W
e w

ant
the jurisdictions to be flexible;
otherw

ise pretty soon, a half-m
il-

lion-dollar house becom
es a

three-quarter-m
illion house just

to m
eet certain codes. T

hen,
som

eone can’t build a hom
e

because they can’t m
eet the

requirem
ents.”

W
hether people argue that

building G
reen saves or costs con-

sum
ers m

oney, and how
ever indi-

vidual cities w
ithin M

arin choose

to regulate it, G
reen building

appears to be here to stay.
“T

he building industry is in
evolution,” R

uark said. 
“N

ow
, the early adopters

push and go on to the next
step. O

thers see the econom
ic

benefits —
 builders see that

m
ore people dem

and it and can
m

arket them
selves accordingly,

and people are getting savvy
about it.”

S
hurtz’s experience is evi-

dence of the change. H
is inter-

est began eight years ago w
hile

renovating a 100-year-old
V

ictorian hom
e in S

ausalito.
W

hen the rem
odel called for

the use of old-grow
th redw

ood,
S

hurtz stopped to think.
“W

e w
ere w

orking on a
S

aturday, on a day w
hen

G
reenpeace and W

oody
H

arrelson and the R
ainforest

A
ction N

etw
ork w

ere all hang-
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W
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at m
akes a

p
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?

T
here is no easy answ

er to
this question, since G

reen
B

uilding is about the overall
environm

ental im
pact of

building for a specific site.
S

om
e criteria for designat-

ing products G
reen:

• P
roducts that conserve

natural resources, are
durable or rapidly renew

-
able.E

xam
ples include w

ool,
cork, jute and bam

boo.

• P
roducts m

ade w
ith sal-

vaged, recycled or agricul-
tural w

a
ste

 co
n

te
n

t.
S

o
m

e
exa

m
p

le
s in

clu
d

e
 b

ricks,
fra

m
in

g
 lu

m
b

e
r a

n
d

 p
e

ri-
o

d
 h

a
rd

w
a

re.

• P
roducts that avoid toxic

or other em
issions.

• P
roducts that save energy

or w
ater.

• P
roducts that contribute to

a safe, healthy indoor envi-
ronm

ent.

S
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O
n T

hursday A
pril 21 at 7:30pm

T
he C

om
m

unity C
hurch of M

ill V
alley

presents

“T
urning E

nem
ies into Friends, a Peace Process.”

A
 forum

 full of facts, offered by B
yron B

rand, the A
ssociate

D
irector of the Stanford C

enter on C
onflict and N

egotiatoin
and 

a 
R

esearch 
A

ssociate 
at 

the 
Institute 

of 
International

Studies. M
r. B

rand has built productive w
orking relationships

in places like N
orthern Ireland and the M

iddle E
ast through

practical actions that put form
er enem

ies on the road to peace.
H

e w
ill outline his vision in the forum

, using as one of his
sources 

the 
interdisciplinary 

courses 
on 

peace 
that 

he 
has

taught for 20 years. It's your chance to ask questions (there w
ill

be plenty of tim
e) and have them

 answ
ered by a recognized

expert in the field. C
om

e by this T
hursday. T

he forum
 is free.

A
nd there's coffee and good stuff at nine o'clock, after the seri-

ous stuff at 7:30. T
his is, by the w

ay, a purely secular event, so
com

e one,com
e all. W

e're the little church in the redw
oods at

T
hrockm

orton &
O

live
388-5540

Just a few
 w

alking m
inutes from

 dow
ntow

n

J.R
.H

astings
A

ttorney at L
aw

W
ealth P

reservation and T
ransfer

W
ills, L

iving T
rusts

T
rust A

dm
inistration, P

robate

459-6635
jrhastingslaw

.com

Harvey Klyce
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Selling your hom
e?

CALL M
E!

383-4204(w
)

577-5733(c)

em
ail: HKinM

V@
aol.com

444 M
agnolia A

ve.
L

arkspur, 94939

R
E
A

L
T

O
R

S

215 Second Street

S
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U
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L
IT
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w
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w
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artin-noack.com

415-331-6400
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M
N

ing off the G
olden G

ate
B

ridge protesting the cutting
dow

n of old-grow
th redw

ood
trees, particularly the
H

eadw
ater F

orest,” S
hurtz

recalled. “T
hey w

ere doing a
protest, and w

e w
ere unload-

ing old-grow
th redw

ood to put
on this house, and both m

yself
and m

y helper that day w
ere

just looking at each other
going, ‘W

ow
, it doesn’t feel

very good w
hat w

e’re doing
all of a sudden.’ ” 

“T
hat w

eekend, I thought a
lot about it, and I cam

e back
and told m

y em
ployees that

w
e w

ouldn’t be using old-
grow

th w
ood anym

ore. W
e’d

find substitutes,” S
hurtz said.

T
hough he w

as concerned
his decision m

ight cut out a
w

hole section of his business,
he knew

 he w
anted to con-

tribute to protecting the
forests. D

espite his initial
w

orries, S
hurtz said that going

G
reen w

as the best business
decision he’d ever m

ade.
D
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